
Core rank profiles

Supporting police officers and staff to understand the requirements of core roles in policing.

First published 21 May 2025

We're moving the policing professional profiles (PPP) to the College website. While this takes

place, some roles from the PPP may only be available on College Learn.

College Learn can only be accessed by those who work in policing as it requires you to log in. If

you don't work in policing and want to view a role, please email: 

professionaldevelopment@college.police.uk.

If you have any other queries or would like to give any feedback about the PPP, please email: 

professionaldevelopment@college.police.uk.

Purpose
The core rank profiles help every police officer to understand their core role. They are designed to

be used with other specialist roles rather than as standalone roles. The specialist roles can be

found in the related roles section on each profile.

The profiles on this page include information about the responsibilities, behaviours, qualifications,

skills and experience for:

core roles in policing

special constabulary roles

the police community support officer (PCSO) role

Metropolitan Police Service roles

Exploring the core rank profiles

To help to map out progression routes, we've organised the roles in the core rank profiles into five

levels.

1. Service deliverer roles
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2. Team leader or technical lead roles

3. Manager or expert adviser roles

4. Service function lead roles

5. Force leader roles(including Metropolitan Police Service roles)

Further information

Find out more about the policing professional profiles

Understand the structure of the policing professional profiles

Service deliverer roles

Core roles

Constable

Special constabulary

Special constable

Special constable – accompanied patrol(You will need to log in to College Learn)

Special constable – independent patrol(You will need to log in to College Learn)

Team leader or technical lead roles

Core roles

Sergeant

Special constabulary

Special sergeant

Manager or expert adviser roles

Core roles

09/02/2026 Core rank profiles

https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/career-

learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-

profiles/core-rank-profiles

Page 2

https://www.college.police.uk/career-learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-profiles/core-rank-profiles#2277eff0-8b2d-4465-8674-0345594fdf58
https://www.college.police.uk/career-learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-profiles/core-rank-profiles#452bacc8-8f88-4f77-88c7-5ca008dc7584
https://www.college.police.uk/career-learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-profiles/core-rank-profiles#cd293b63-c7a6-40eb-97a0-b7086465df45
https://www.college.police.uk/career-learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-profiles/core-rank-profiles#ccb19402-08d6-41c8-bad5-a93e9de87cf9
https://www.college.police.uk/career-learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-profiles#about-the-policing-professional-profiles-8
https://www.college.police.uk/career-learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-profiles#structure-9
https://www.college.police.uk/career-learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-profiles/core-rank-profiles/constable
https://www.college.police.uk/career-learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-profiles/core-rank-profiles/special-constable
https://www2.learn.college.pnn.police.uk/CL/Content/Launch/49918
https://www2.learn.college.pnn.police.uk/CL/Content/Launch/49928
https://www.college.police.uk/career-learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-profiles/core-rank-profiles/sergeant
https://www.college.police.uk/career-learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-profiles/core-rank-profiles/special-sergeant
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/career-learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-profiles/core-rank-profiles
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/career-learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-profiles/core-rank-profiles
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/career-learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-profiles/core-rank-profiles


Chief inspector

Inspector

Special constabulary

Special inspector

Service function leader roles

Core roles

Chief superintendent

Superintendent

Special constabulary

There are no special constabulary available at this level.

Force leader roles

Core roles

Assistant chief constable

Chief constable

Deputy chief constable

Special constabulary

There are no special constabulary roles available at this level.

Metropolitan Police Service roles

Assistant commissioner

Commander

Deputy assistant commissioner

Return to browse the policing professional profiles

09/02/2026 Core rank profiles

https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/career-

learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-

profiles/core-rank-profiles

Page 3

https://www.college.police.uk/career-learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-profiles/core-rank-profiles/chief-inspector
https://www.college.police.uk/career-learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-profiles/core-rank-profiles/inspector
https://www.college.police.uk/career-learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-profiles/core-rank-profiles/special-inspector
https://www.college.police.uk/career-learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-profiles/core-rank-profiles/chief-superintendent
https://www.college.police.uk/career-learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-profiles/core-rank-profiles/superintendent
https://www.college.police.uk/career-learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-profiles/core-rank-profiles/assistant-chief-constable
https://www.college.police.uk/career-learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-profiles/core-rank-profiles/chief-constable
https://www.college.police.uk/career-learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-profiles/core-rank-profiles/deputy-chief-constable
https://www.college.police.uk/career-learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-profiles/core-rank-profiles/assistant-commissioner
https://www.college.police.uk/career-learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-profiles/core-rank-profiles/commander
https://www.college.police.uk/career-learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-profiles/core-rank-profiles/deputy-assistant-commissioner
https://www.college.police.uk/career-learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-profiles#browse-the-policing-professional-profiles-1
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/career-learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-profiles/core-rank-profiles
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/career-learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-profiles/core-rank-profiles
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/career-learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-profiles/core-rank-profiles


Tags
Professional profiles  CPD

09/02/2026 Core rank profiles

https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/career-

learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-

profiles/core-rank-profiles

Page 4

https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/tags/professional-profiles
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/tags/cpd
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/career-learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-profiles/core-rank-profiles
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/career-learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-profiles/core-rank-profiles
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/career-learning/support-for-career-development/policing-professional-profiles/core-rank-profiles

