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Police will be given powers to arrest protesters who wear face coverings to threaten others and avoid

prosecution
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New laws will empower police to arrest protesters who use face coverings to intimidate others and

evade prosecution. Pyrotechnics will also be prohibited at protests. These laws aim to curb

dangerous disorder, following warnings that some protesters use face coverings to hide their

identities and avoid criminal convictions.

Police already have the power to request the removal of face coverings at designated protests

where criminality is likely. The new offence will allow officers to arrest individuals who ignore these

orders, with potential penalties including a month in prison and a £1,000 fine.

The use of flares and other pyrotechnics at protests will be banned. Protesters will also no longer

be able to use the right to protest as a reasonable excuse for disruptive offences, such as blocking

roads. The new offence will make it illegal to possess flares, fireworks and any other pyrotechnics

at public processions and assemblies for protest, with potential fines of £1,000.

Read more about the new protest laws on face coverings and pyrotechnics

Download our latest edition of Brief
This article was published in the February/March 2024 edition of Brief, which brings you updates in

police law, operational policing practice and criminal justice, produced by the College of Policing's

legal services department.

Share your ideas and feedback with the Brief team: brief@college.police.uk

 

College of Policing Brief: February/March 2024 (pdf) 565.17 KB

30/03/2026 Face coverings and pyrotechnics at protests

https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/article/face-coverings-and-
pyrotechnics-protests

Page 1

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-protest-laws-on-face-coverings-and-pyrotechnics
mailto:brief@college.police.uk
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2024-04/College-of-Policing-Brief-February-March-2024.pdf?v=1713278028
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/article/face-coverings-and-pyrotechnics-protests
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/article/face-coverings-and-pyrotechnics-protests


Brief archive

Download our previous editions covering the latest updates in the policing and criminal justice field.

College of Policing Brief: January 2024 (pdf) 477.39 KB

College of Policing Brief: November/December 2023 (pdf) 830.09 KB

College of Policing Brief: September/October 2023 (pdf) 727.58 KB

College of Policing Brief: July/August 2023 (pdf) 553.08 KB

College of Policing Brief: May/June 2023 (pdf) 744.1 KB

College of Policing Brief: March/April 2023 (pdf) 671.41 KB

College of Policing Brief: February 2023 (pdf) 691.87 KB

Tags
Public order

30/03/2026 Face coverings and pyrotechnics at protests

https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/article/face-coverings-and-
pyrotechnics-protests

Page 2

https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2024-01/College-of-Policing-Brief-January-2024.pdf?v=1706696900
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2023-12/College-of-Policing-Brief-November-December-2023.pdf?v=1702658095
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2023-10/College-of-Policing-Brief-September-October-2023.pdf?v=1698756412
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2023-09/College-of-Policing-Brief-July-August-2023.pdf?v=1694705185
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2023-06/College-of-Policing-Brief-May-June-2023.pdf?v=1695886026
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2023-04/College-of-Policing-Brief-March-April-2023.pdf?v=1682691892
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2023-04/College-of-Policing-Brief-February-2023_0.pdf?v=1683902457
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/tags/public-order
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/article/face-coverings-and-pyrotechnics-protests
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/article/face-coverings-and-pyrotechnics-protests

