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How to recognise and respond to risks when working with vulnerable people
First published 18 November 2021

2 mins read
These guidelines focus on supporting officers and staff to:

e recognise individuals at risk of harm

¢ better understand the vulnerabilities of all those they encounter, rather than thinking about risk in
relation to individual forms of harm, such as child abuse or domestic violence in isolation

¢ interact with vulnerable people in a way that maximises opportunities for disclosure

The guidelines consist of:

e one strategic-level guideline for chief officers
e three practical guidelines for police responders

Tags

Vulnerable people

Related reports and information

e Guidelines — Recognising and responding to vulnerability-related risks (pdf) 457.73 KB

e Scope of guidelines — Recognising and responding to vulnerability-related risks (pdf) 281.34
KB

e Evidence review part two — Recognising and responding to vulnerability-related risks (pdf)
1.38 MB

e Rapid evidence assessment — Recognising and responding to vulnerability-related risks
(pdf) 2.62 MB

e Refresh report — Recognising and responding to vulnerability-related risks (pdf) 737.33 KB

https.//production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/guidance/vul nerability-
rel ated-risks/vulnerability-rel ated-ri sks-gui dance-overview

Page 1



https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/guidance/vulnerability-related-risks/vulnerability-related-risks-guidance-overview
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/tags/vulnerable-people
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-11/Recognising-responding-vulnerability-related-risks-guidelines.pdf?v=1637139759
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-11/Recognising-responding-vulnerability-related-risks-scope-of-practice.pdf?v=1637162681
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-11/Recognising-responding-vulnerability-related-risks-scope-of-practice.pdf?v=1637162681
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-11/Recognising-responding-vulnerability-related-risks-Evidence-review-part-2.pdf?v=1637227401
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-11/Recognising-responding-vulnerability-related-risks-Evidence-review-part-2.pdf?v=1637227401
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-11/Recognising-responding-vulnerability-related-risks-REA.pdf?v=1637227295
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-11/Recognising-responding-vulnerability-related-risks-REA.pdf?v=1637227295
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-11/Report-on-refresh-vulnerability-review-of-reviews.pdf?v=1637241090
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/guidance/vulnerability-related-risks/vulnerability-related-risks-guidance-overview
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/guidance/vulnerability-related-risks/vulnerability-related-risks-guidance-overview

09/11/2025 Vulnerability-related risks - Guidance overview

e Summary of practitioner evidence — Recognising and responding to vulnerability-related
risks (pdf) 617.84 KB

https.//production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/guidance/vul nerability-
rel ated-risks/vulnerability-rel ated-ri sks-gui dance-overview

Page 2



https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-11/Recognising-responding-to-vulnerability-related-risks-summary-practitioner-evidence.pdf?v=1637226970
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-11/Recognising-responding-to-vulnerability-related-risks-summary-practitioner-evidence.pdf?v=1637226970
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/guidance/vulnerability-related-risks/vulnerability-related-risks-guidance-overview
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/guidance/vulnerability-related-risks/vulnerability-related-risks-guidance-overview

