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Supporting consistent decision-making around policing public protests
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This resource is intended to provide support to public order public safety commanders, operational

police officers and staff, who are responsible for or engaged with policing of protest, gatherings and

events.

It provides links to relevant legislation and guidance to support and inform impartial, proportionate

operational decisions.

Operational guidance
This includes:

our authorised professional practice (APP) on public order public safety and hate crime

national protest operational advice

Key legislation
Legislation relating to the policing of public protest includes:

Section 34, Section 35, Section 36 and Section 37 of the Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and

Policing Act 2014

Section 60 and Section 60AA of the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994 

Section 4A and Section 5 of the Public Order Act 1986

the Terrorism Act 2000 (Section 13)

the Human Rights Act (1998)

 

 

26/11/2025 Policing public protests – key considerations

https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/article/policing-public-
protests-key-considerations

Page 1

https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/app/public-order-public-safety
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/app/major-investigation-and-public-protection/hate-crime
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2023-06/National-protest-operational-advice.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/12/section/34
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/12/section/35
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/12/section/36
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/12/section/37
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1994/33/section/60
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1994/33/section/60AA
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1986/64/section/4A
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1986/64/section/5
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/11/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/42/contents
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/article/policing-public-protests-key-considerations
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/article/policing-public-protests-key-considerations
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