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Child marriage and civil partnership for 16-to-17-year-olds is now prohibited in England and Wales
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The Marriage and Civil Partnership (Minimum Age) Act 2022 officially came into force on 27

February. This Act prohibits 16 and 17-year-olds from marrying or entering into a civil partnership,

regardless of whether they have parental consent.

This new legislation aims to put an end to child marriages, which can have devastating effects on

young people. Any individual found guilty of arranging a child marriage, regardless of whether force

is used or not, is now committing a criminal offence and could face up to seven years in prison.

This Act forms part of the government’s ongoing commitment to address violence against women

and girls. It is widely acknowledged that the age of 18 is when a person reaches adulthood and is

entitled to full citizenship rights. 

Read more on GOV.UK: Legal age of marriage in England and Wales rises to 18

Download our latest edition of Brief
This article was published in the March/April 2023 edition of Brief, which brings you updates in

police law, operational policing practice and criminal justice, produced by the College of

Policing's legal services department.

Share your ideas and feedback with the Brief team: brief@college.police.uk

College of Policing Brief: March/April 2023 (pdf) 671.41 KB

Brief archive
Download our previous editions covering the latest updates in the policing and criminal justice field.

11/12/2025 Legislation prohibits child marriage

https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/article/legislation-prohibits-
child-marriage

Page 1

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/legal-age-of-marriage-in-england-and-wales-rises-to-18#:~:text=Vulnerable%20children%20across%20England%20and,18%20in%20England%20and%20Wales
mailto:brief@college.police.uk
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2023-04/College-of-Policing-Brief-March-April-2023.pdf?v=1682691892
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/article/legislation-prohibits-child-marriage
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/article/legislation-prohibits-child-marriage


College of Policing Brief: December/January 2023 (pdf) 651.99 KB

College of Policing Brief: November 2022 (pdf) 1.13 MB

College of Policing Brief: September/October 2022 (pdf) 634.45 KB

College of Policing Brief: August 2022 (pdf) 578.49 KB

College of Policing Brief: July 2022 (pdf) 626.86 KB

College of Policing Brief: June 2022 (pdf) 735.28 KB

College of Policing Brief: May 2022 (pdf) 542.38 KB

College of Policing Brief: April 2022 (pdf) 692.71 KB

Tags
Violence against women and girls  Forced marriage and honour based abuse

11/12/2025 Legislation prohibits child marriage

https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/article/legislation-prohibits-
child-marriage

Page 2

https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2023-01/College-of-Policing-Brief-December-January-2023.pdf?v=1674635224
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2022-11/College-of-Policing-Brief-November-2022.pdf?v=1669819805
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2022-10/College-of-Policing-Brief-September-October-2022.pdf?v=1666025914
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2022-08/College-of-Policing-Brief-August-2022.pdf?v=1661357492
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2022-07/College-of-Policing-Brief-July-2022.pdf?v=1658214189
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2022-06/College-of-Policing-Brief-June-2022.pdf?v=1655109796
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2022-05/College-of-Policing-Brief-May-2022.pdf?v=1652774409
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2022-04/College-of-Policing-Brief-April-2022.pdf?v=1649931471
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/tags/violence-against-women-and-girls
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/tags/forced-marriage-and-honour-based-abuse
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/article/legislation-prohibits-child-marriage
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/article/legislation-prohibits-child-marriage

