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New protection measures give victims access to free expert advice and representation in court

Brief 1 min read

With the Domestic Abuse Act 2021, the government committed to introducing new Domestic Abuse
Protection Notices and Domestic Abuse Protection Orders for domestic abuse victims.

Upon implementation, police will be able to issue Protection Notices to provide immediate
protection for victims (for example, requiring the perpetrator to leave the victim’s home). To provide
long-term protection, a court may order the perpetrator to undergo behaviour change programmes
or wear an electronic tag. Victims protected by these will now have access to free expert legal
advice and representation in court.

The government will also invest an extra £10 million a year in housing legal aid, so that thousands
more people can access legal advice if they risk eviction.

Read more: Free legal advice expanded to help thousands more people at risk (GOV.UK)

Download our latest edition of Brief

This article was published in the November 2022 edition of Brief, which brings you updates in police
law, operational policing practice and criminal justice, produced by the College of Policing's legal
services department.

e Share your ideas and feedback with the Brief team: brief@college.police.uk

e College of Policing Brief: November 2022 (pdf) 1.13 MB

Brief archive

Download our previous editions covering the latest updates in the policing and criminal justice field.
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