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The new legal guidance from the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) assists lawyers considering
criminal charges

Brief 2 mins read

As key measures of the Domestic Abuse Act 2021 come into force, the Crown Prosecution Service
(CPS) released new legal guidance to aid lawyers considering criminal charges for non-fatal
strangulation and non-fatal suffocation.

Under the Domestic Abuse Act 2021, a person commits an offence of non-fatal strangulation if they
intentionally strangle another person. An offence of non-fatal suffocation is where a person does
any other activity that affects someone’s ability to breathe and constitutes battery.

The CPS guidance includes a non-exhaustive list of how these offences can manifest. Prosecutors
are encouraged to consider when it would be appropriate to use them rather than alternative
charges such as actual bodily harm, grievous bodily harm and battery.

The new offences have the sentencing power of a maximum of five years’ imprisonment.

Read more

e New strangulation and suffocation laws will help protect victims

e Non-fatal strangulation or non-fatal suffocation

Download our latest edition of Brief

This article was published in the July 2022 edition of Brief, which brings you updates in police law,
operational policing practice and criminal justice, produced by the College of Policing's legal
services department.
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e Share your ideas and feedback with the Brief team: brief@college.police.uk

e College of Policing Brief: July 2022 (pdf) 626.86 KB

Brief archive

Download our previous editions covering the latest updates in the policing and criminal justice field.

e College of Policing Brief: June 2022 (pdf) 735.28 KB

College of Policing Brief: May 2022 (pdf) 542.38 KB

College of Policing Brief: April 2022 (pdf) 692.71 KB

College of Policing Brief: March 2022 (pdf) 502.62 KB

College of Policing Brief: February 2022 (pdf) 560.68 KB

College of Policing Brief: January 2022 (pdf) 896.27 KB

College of Policing Brief: December 2021 (pdf) 789.36 KB

College of Policing Brief: November 2021 (pdf) 711.13 KB

College of Policing Brief: October 2021 (pdf) 584.84 KB

College of Policing Brief: September 2021 (pdf) 554.5 KB

College of Policing Brief: August 2021 (pdf) 524.99 KB

LERE

Domestic abuse



mailto:brief@college.police.uk
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2022-07/College-of-Policing-Brief-July-2022.pdf?v=1658214189
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2022-06/College-of-Policing-Brief-June-2022.pdf?v=1655109796
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2022-05/College-of-Policing-Brief-May-2022.pdf?v=1652774409
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2022-04/College-of-Policing-Brief-April-2022.pdf?v=1649931471
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2022-03/College-of-Policing-Brief-March-2022.pdf?v=1647857956
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2022-02/College-of-Policing-Brief-February-2022.pdf?v=1645011105
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2022-01/College-of-Policing-Brief-January-2022.pdf?v=1642062291
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-12/college-of-policing-brief-december-2021.pdf?v=1639737456
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-11/College-of-Policing-Brief-November-2021.pdf?v=1636109610
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-10/College-of-Policing-Brief-October-2021.pdf?v=1633607344
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-09/college-of-policing-brief-september-2021.pdf?v=1631088626
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-08/college-of-policing-brief-august-2021.pdf?v=1628517930
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/tags/domestic-abuse
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/article/cps-publishes-new-guidance-non-fatal-strangulation-and-suffocation-laws
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/article/cps-publishes-new-guidance-non-fatal-strangulation-and-suffocation-laws

