
Knife crime

This page is from APP, the official source of professional practice for policing.

First published 18 May 2015 Updated 19 May 2025

Written by College of Policing

3 mins read

The following documents provide current advice in relation to tackling knife crime.

Guidelines on the cautioning and charging of knife crime offences.

Home Office (2022) Statutory guidance: Offensive Weapons Act 2019, parts 3, 4 and 5.

Crown Prosecution Service (2025) Knife and other weapons offences. This guidance

provides a single source of information using linking and referencing, to support officers and

prosecutors dealing with knife crime cases. The guidance:

reduces the need for repeated consultations or adjournments to reduce criminal justice delays

reduces the time spent researching multiple sources for guidance about knife crime

supports effective investigative and decision-making processes

In addition, the College of Policing and NPCC have worked together to develop a knife crime

problem solving guide.

Tags
Knife crime

10/03/2026 Knife crime

https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/app/major-investigation-and-
public-protection/knife-crime

Page 1

https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/app/major-investigation-and-public-protection/knife-crime
https://library.college.police.uk/docs/NPCC/Guidelines_Cautioning_Charging_Knife_Crime_Offences_2022.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-offensive-weapons-act-2019/statutory-guidance-offensive-weapons-act-2019-accessible-version#introduction
https://www.cps.gov.uk/legal-guidance/knife-and-other-weapons-offences
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-11/Knife-crime-a-problem-solving-guide.pdf
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-11/Knife-crime-a-problem-solving-guide.pdf
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/tags/knife-crime
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/app/major-investigation-and-public-protection/knife-crime
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/app/major-investigation-and-public-protection/knife-crime

