
Child abuse linked reference material

This page is from APP, the official source of professional practice for policing.

First published 30 September 2014 Updated 16 February 2023

Written by College of Policing

7 mins read

ACPO (2007) Practice Advice on Police Use of Digital Images

ACPO (2010) Communication Advisory Group Guidance

ACPO (2012) Good Practice Guide for Digital Evidence, Version 5.0

ACPO (2012) National Contact Management Principles and Practice

ACPO (2012) Practice Advice on European Cross-Border Investigations

NCA (2020) Child Rescue Alert Operational Guidance

ACPO (2013) Guidelines on the Presentation of Images to Court in Indecent Images of

Children Cases in England and Wales [RESTRICTED] (this link is available to authorised

users who are logged on to College Learn)

ACPO (2014) A Guide to Investigating Child Deaths

ACPO Criminal Records Office

ACPO CPAI Lead’s Position on Young People Who Post Self-Taken Indecent Images

ACPO et al (2013) Protocol and Good Practice Model: Disclosure of information in cases of

alleged child abuse and linked criminal and care directions hearings

Adoption and Children Act 2002

All Wales Child Protection Procedures 2008

Barnardo’s

CEOP

Child Abduction Act 1984

Child assessment orders

Children Act 1989

Children and Young Persons Act 1933

College of Policing (2013) Guidance on Relationships with the Media

College of Policing Initial Crime Investigators Development Programme

College of Policing (2019) Managing the risk of suicide for persons under investigation for

online child sexual abuse and exploitation

20/10/2025 Child abuse linked reference material

https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/app/major-investigation-and-
public-protection/investigating-child-abuse-and-safeguarding-children/child-
abuse-linked-reference-material

Page 1

https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/app/major-investigation-and-public-protection/investigating-child-abuse-and-safeguarding-children/child-abuse-linked-reference-material
https://library.college.police.uk/docs/acpo/Police-Use-of-Digital-Images-2007.pdf
http://www.acpo.police.uk/documents/Communications/ACPO%20CAG%20guidance%202010%20Final.pdf
https://library.college.police.uk/docs/acpo/digital-evidence-2012.pdf
https://library.college.police.uk/docs/NPIA/National-Contact-Management-Principles-and-Practice-2012.pdf
https://library.college.police.uk/docs/appref/european-cross-border-investigations.pdf
https://www.learn.college.pnn.police.uk/Course/Details/37768
https://www.learn.college.police.uk/Course/Details/35367
https://www.learn.college.police.uk/Course/Details/35367
https://www.learn.college.police.uk/Course/Details/35367
https://library.college.police.uk/docs/acpo/ACPO-guide-to-investigating-child-deaths-2014.doc
http://www.acro.police.uk/Who_we_are_and_what_we_do.aspx
http://ceop.police.uk/Documents/ceopdocs/externaldocs/ACPO_Lead_position_on_Self_Taken_Images.pdf
https://library.college.police.uk/docs/APPREF/Protocol-and-good-practice-model-2013.pdf
https://library.college.police.uk/docs/APPREF/Protocol-and-good-practice-model-2013.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2002/38/contents
https://library.college.police.uk/docs/APPREF/all-wales-child-protection-procedures.pdf
http://www.barnardos.org.uk/
http://ceop.police.uk/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/37/contents
http://www.inbrief.co.uk/child-law/child-assessment-orders.htm
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Geo5/23-24/12/contents
https://library.college.police.uk/docs/college-of-policing/Media-Relationships-Guidance-2013.pdf
http://www.college.police.uk/en/5237.htm
https://library.college.police.uk/docs/appref/Suicide-Risk-Operational-Advice-Final.pdf
https://library.college.police.uk/docs/appref/Suicide-Risk-Operational-Advice-Final.pdf
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/app/major-investigation-and-public-protection/investigating-child-abuse-and-safeguarding-children/child-abuse-linked-reference-material
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/app/major-investigation-and-public-protection/investigating-child-abuse-and-safeguarding-children/child-abuse-linked-reference-material
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/app/major-investigation-and-public-protection/investigating-child-abuse-and-safeguarding-children/child-abuse-linked-reference-material


College of Policing (2019) Advice for safeguarding children through use of a child

abduction warning notice

CPS (2008) Pre-Trial Witness Interviews – Guidance for Prosecutors

CPS (2013) Guidelines on Prosecuting Cases of Child Sexual Abuse

CPS (2013) Victim’s Right to Review Scheme

CPS (2014) Guidelines on prosecuting cases involving communications sent via social

media

CPS Disclosure Manual

CPS information on disclosure of material to third parties

CPS information on special measures

Criminal injuries compensation scheme

Criminal Justice Act 2003

Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994

Criminal Law Act 1967

Criminal Procedure and Investigations Act 1996

Data Protection Act 1998

Department for Children, Schools and Families (2008) Safeguarding Children in whom

illness is fabricated or induced

Emergency protection orders

European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR)

Faculty of Forensic and Legal Information Guidelines on Paediatric Forensic Examinations

in Relation to Possible Child Sexual Abuse

Female Genital Mutilation Act 2003

Forced Marriage Unit (FMU)

Foreign travel orders

Freedom of Information Act 2000

Gillick v West Norfolk and Wisbech Area Health Authority [1986] 1 AC 112

HM Government (2006) What to do if you’re worried a child is being abused

HM Government (2006) Working Together to Safeguard Children

HM Government (2007) Safeguarding Children from Abuse Linked to a Belief in Spirit

Possession

HM Government (2015) Working Together to Safeguard Children

HMCPSI/HMIC (2012) Joint Inspection Report on the Experience of Young Victims and

Witnesses in the Criminal Justice System

20/10/2025 Child abuse linked reference material

https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/app/major-investigation-and-
public-protection/investigating-child-abuse-and-safeguarding-children/child-
abuse-linked-reference-material

Page 2

https://library.college.police.uk/docs/appref/CAWN_Procedures_final_v1.0_240919.pdf
https://library.college.police.uk/docs/appref/CAWN_Procedures_final_v1.0_240919.pdf
http://www.cps.gov.uk/legal/p_to_r/pre_-trial_witness_interviews/
https://www.cps.gov.uk/legal-guidance/guidelines-prosecuting-cases-child-sexual-abuse
http://www.cps.gov.uk/victims_witnesses/victims_right_to_review/index.html
http://www.cps.gov.uk/legal/a_to_c/communications_sent_via_social_media/
http://www.cps.gov.uk/legal/a_to_c/communications_sent_via_social_media/
http://www.cps.gov.uk/legal/d_to_g/disclosure_manual/
http://www.cps.gov.uk/legal/d_to_g/disclosure_of_third_parties/
http://www.cps.gov.uk/legal/s_to_u/special_measures/
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/victims-and-witnesses/cic-a/how-to-apply/cica-guide.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2003/44/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1994/33/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1967/58/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/25/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/29/contents
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/277314/Safeguarding_Children_in_whom_illness_is_fabricated_or_induced.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/277314/Safeguarding_Children_in_whom_illness_is_fabricated_or_induced.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/section/44
http://www.conventions.coe.int/Treaty/en/Treaties/Html/005.htm
http://www.fflm.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/documentstore/1352802061.pdf
http://www.fflm.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/documentstore/1352802061.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2003/31/contents
https://www.gov.uk/forced-marriage#forced-marriage-unit
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2003/42/part/2/crossheading/foreign-travel-orders
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/36/contents
http://www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKHL/1985/7.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/190604/DFES-04320-2006-ChildAbuse.pdf
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20130401151715/https://www.education.gov.uk/publications/eOrderingDownload/WT2006%20Working_together.pdf
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20130401151715/https://www.education.gov.uk/publications/eOrderingDownload/DFES-00465-2007.pdf
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20130401151715/https://www.education.gov.uk/publications/eOrderingDownload/DFES-00465-2007.pdf
https://library.college.police.uk/docs/Working-Together-to-Safeguard-Children-2015.pdf
http://www.hmcpsi.gov.uk/documents/reports/CJJI_THM/VWEX/CJJI_YVW_Jan12_rpt.pdf
http://www.hmcpsi.gov.uk/documents/reports/CJJI_THM/VWEX/CJJI_YVW_Jan12_rpt.pdf
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/app/major-investigation-and-public-protection/investigating-child-abuse-and-safeguarding-children/child-abuse-linked-reference-material
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/app/major-investigation-and-public-protection/investigating-child-abuse-and-safeguarding-children/child-abuse-linked-reference-material
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/app/major-investigation-and-public-protection/investigating-child-abuse-and-safeguarding-children/child-abuse-linked-reference-material


HMIC (2013) ‘Mistakes were made’. HMIC‘s review into allegations and intelligence material

concerning Jimmy Savile between 1964 and 2012

Home Office (2011) The National Crime Recording Standard (NCRS): What you need to

know

Home Office (2013) Multi-Agency Working and Information Sharing Project: Early Findings

Home Office and Department of Health (2002) Guidance on Complex Child Abuse

Investigations: Inter-Agency Issues

Home Office Circular 017/2008

Home Office Circular 36/2002

Human Rights Act 1998

Independent sexual violence advisors

Interim care order

International Federation of Journalists (2002) Child Rights and the Media: Putting Children

in the Right

INTERPOL

Ministry of Justice (2022) Achieving Best Evidence in Criminal Proceedings: Guidance on

interviewing victims and witnesses, and guidance on using special measures

Ministry of Justice (2012) MAPPA Guidance, Version 4

Ministry of Justice (2012) The Registered Intermediary Procedural Guidance Manual

Ministry of Justice (2015) Code of Practice for Victims of Crime

National action plan to tackle child abuse linked to faith or belief

National Agreement on Arrangements for the Use of Interpreters, Translators and

Language Service Professionals in Investigations and Proceedings within the

Arrangements for the Attendance of Interpreters in Investigations and Proceedings within

the Criminal Justice System, as revised 2007

National Association for People Abused in Childhood

National Autistic Society (2011) Autism: a guide for criminal justice professionals

National Crime Agency

National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children

NCA MCIS Poster (to be treated as official)

NCA MCIS Briefing (to be treated as official)

NPCC (2015) Advice on the Structure of Visually Recorded Witness Interviews (Third

Edition)

NSPCC (2005) Understanding the links: child abuse, animal abuse and domestic violence

20/10/2025 Child abuse linked reference material

https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/app/major-investigation-and-
public-protection/investigating-child-abuse-and-safeguarding-children/child-
abuse-linked-reference-material

Page 3

https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmicfrs/media/review-into-allegations-and-intelligence-material-concerning-jimmy-savile.pdf
https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmicfrs/media/review-into-allegations-and-intelligence-material-concerning-jimmy-savile.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/116269/ncrs.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/116269/ncrs.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/225012/MASH_Product.pdf
http://www.nscb.org.uk/sites/default/files/Complex%20Child%20Abuse%20Investigations%20Guidance%5B1%5D.pdf
http://www.nscb.org.uk/sites/default/files/Complex%20Child%20Abuse%20Investigations%20Guidance%5B1%5D.pdf
http://205.139.89.196/about-us/corporate-publications-strategy/home-office-circulars/circulars-2008/017-2008/
https://library.college.police.uk/docs/hocirc/ho-circ-2002-036.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/42/contents
http://www.thesurvivorstrust.org/isva/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/section/38
http://www.ifj.org/assets/docs/247/254/cf73bf7-c75e9fe.pdf
http://www.ifj.org/assets/docs/247/254/cf73bf7-c75e9fe.pdf
http://www.interpol.int/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/achieving-best-evidence-in-criminal-proceedings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/achieving-best-evidence-in-criminal-proceedings
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/offenders/mappa/mappa-guidance-2012-part1.pdf
http://www.cps.gov.uk/publications/docs/RI_ProceduralGuidanceManual_2012.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/470212/code-of-practice-for-victims-of-crime.PDF
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/175437/Action_Plan_-_Abuse_linked_to_Faith_or_Belief.pdf
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/courts/interpreters/National_Agreement_on_Use_of_Interpreters-August_2008.pdf
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/courts/interpreters/National_Agreement_on_Use_of_Interpreters-August_2008.pdf
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/courts/interpreters/National_Agreement_on_Use_of_Interpreters-August_2008.pdf
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/courts/interpreters/National_Agreement_on_Use_of_Interpreters-August_2008.pdf
http://www.napac.org.uk/about.asp
http://www.autism.org.uk/cjs
http://www.nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/
https://www.learn.college.pnn.police.uk/Course/Details/36202
https://www.learn.college.pnn.police.uk/Course/Details/36204
https://library.college.police.uk/docs/appref/NPCC-(2015)-Guidance-Visually-Recorded-Interviews%203rd%20Edition.pdf
https://library.college.police.uk/docs/appref/NPCC-(2015)-Guidance-Visually-Recorded-Interviews%203rd%20Edition.pdf
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/inform/publications/downloads/understandingthelinks_wdf48177.pdf
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/app/major-investigation-and-public-protection/investigating-child-abuse-and-safeguarding-children/child-abuse-linked-reference-material
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/app/major-investigation-and-public-protection/investigating-child-abuse-and-safeguarding-children/child-abuse-linked-reference-material
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/app/major-investigation-and-public-protection/investigating-child-abuse-and-safeguarding-children/child-abuse-linked-reference-material


NSPCC factsheet (2013) Child abuse reporting requirements for professionals

Office for Criminal Justice Reform (2009) Early special measures discussions between the

police and the Crown Prosecution Service

PACE Codes of Practice

Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984

Police Reform Act 2002

Prohibited Steps Order

Protection of Children Act 1978

R v G [2004] 1 AC 1034

R v Graham-Kerr [1988] 1 WLR 1098 (not hyperlinked)

R v Oliver [2002] EWCA Crim 2766, et al (not hyperlinked)

R v Stamford [1972] 2 QB 391 (not hyperlinked)

Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000

Reunite

Risk of sexual harm orders

Serious case reviews

Sexual Offences Act 2003

Sexual offences prevention orders

SupportLine

The Emergency Protection Order (Transfer of Responsibilities) Regulations 1991

The Royal College of Pathologists and The Royal College of Paediatrics and Health (2004)

Sudden unexpected death in infancy: A multi-agency protocol for care and investigation

The Royal College of Radiologists and Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health (2008)

Standards for Radiological Investigations of Suspected Non-accidental Injury

Victim Support

Voice of the child

Voice of the child practice briefing

Welsh Assembly Government (n.d.) Safeguarding Children: Working Together Under the

Children Act 2004

Witness Charter

Witness Service

Workforce Modernisation

Youth Justice and Criminal Evidence Act 1999

Youth Justice Board

20/10/2025 Child abuse linked reference material

https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/app/major-investigation-and-
public-protection/investigating-child-abuse-and-safeguarding-children/child-
abuse-linked-reference-material

Page 4

http://www.nspcc.org.uk/Inform/research/briefings/reporting_child_abuse_wda74908.html
http://www.cps.gov.uk/legal/assets/uploads/files/13007%20early%20measures%20smd%205th.pdf
http://www.cps.gov.uk/legal/assets/uploads/files/13007%20early%20measures%20smd%205th.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/police-and-criminal-evidence-act-1984-pace-codes-of-practice
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/60/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2002/30/contents
http://www.lexisnexis.com/uk/lexispsl/family/document/393787/55KB-DRH1-F18F-01MR-00000-00/Prohibited%20steps%20orders%E2%80%94overview
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1978/37/contents
http://www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKHL/2003/50.html
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/23/contents
http://www.reunite.org/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2003/42/part/2/crossheading/risk-of-sexual-harm-orders
https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/supporting-social-workers-to-provide-help-and-protection-to-children/supporting-pages/serious-case-reviews-scrs
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2003/42/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2003/42/part/2/crossheading/sexual-offences-prevention-orders
http://www.supportline.org.uk/problems/child_abuse_survivors.php
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1991/1414/made
http://www.rcpath.org/NR/rdonlyres/30213EB6-451B-4830-A7FD-4EEFF0420260/0/SUDIreportforweb.pdf
http://www.rcpath.org/NR/rdonlyres/30213EB6-451B-4830-A7FD-4EEFF0420260/0/SUDIreportforweb.pdf
http://www.rcr.ac.uk/docs/radiology/pdf/RCPCH_RCR_final.pdf
http://www.rcr.ac.uk/docs/radiology/pdf/RCPCH_RCR_final.pdf
http://www.victimsupport.org.uk/
https://library.college.police.uk/docs/VKPP-Voice-of-the-child-Chief-letter.pdf
https://library.college.police.uk/docs/VKPP-Voice-of-the-child-practice-briefing-2022.pdf
http://wales.gov.uk/docs/dhss/publications/091126safeguardingchildrenen.pdf
http://wales.gov.uk/docs/dhss/publications/091126safeguardingchildrenen.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/264627/witness-charter-nov13.pdf
http://www.victimsupport.org.uk/help-for-witnesses
http://www.hmic.gov.uk/media/modernising-the-police-service-20040629.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1999/23/contents
http://www.justice.gov.uk/about/yjb/
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/app/major-investigation-and-public-protection/investigating-child-abuse-and-safeguarding-children/child-abuse-linked-reference-material
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/app/major-investigation-and-public-protection/investigating-child-abuse-and-safeguarding-children/child-abuse-linked-reference-material
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/app/major-investigation-and-public-protection/investigating-child-abuse-and-safeguarding-children/child-abuse-linked-reference-material


Tags
Child abuse

20/10/2025 Child abuse linked reference material

https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/app/major-investigation-and-
public-protection/investigating-child-abuse-and-safeguarding-children/child-
abuse-linked-reference-material

Page 5

https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/tags/child-abuse
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/app/major-investigation-and-public-protection/investigating-child-abuse-and-safeguarding-children/child-abuse-linked-reference-material
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/app/major-investigation-and-public-protection/investigating-child-abuse-and-safeguarding-children/child-abuse-linked-reference-material
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/app/major-investigation-and-public-protection/investigating-child-abuse-and-safeguarding-children/child-abuse-linked-reference-material

