
NPCC Chair welcomes public inquiry following
Sarah Everard's murder
Published on 15 November 2021  

'This must be a turning point in how society deals with violence against women and girls'

Brief 
 
3 mins read 

An inquiry into the issues raised by the conviction of Sarah Everard’s murderer has been welcomed

by National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC) Chair, Martin Hewitt.

The non-statutory public enquiry follows the conviction of Wayne Couzens, the serving police officer

who killed Sarah Everard, who was given a whole life sentence on Thursday 30 September. 

Hewitt emphasised that the police would not wait for the findings of this inquiry to take action, but

will proactively begin to rebuild women’s trust in the police to protect and respect them. The service

will begin by listening to women’s voices on what needs to change.

Along with a greater emphasis on the responsibility of all in policing to call out, challenge and report

concerning behaviour, the police will also work with experts to develop their strategy to tackle

violence against women and girls. 

There are issues for the whole of policing that need to be examined and acted on, from

vetting to professional standards, to how predatory or misogynistic behaviour is challenged.

It’s right for these issues to be fully and independently considered, and we will support the

inquiry’s work in every way we can.

Martin Hewitt, Chair of the NPCC

This must be a turning point in how society deals with violence against women and girls. In

policing we will do better at targeting the violent men who harm women and building the

strongest cases we can that have the best chance of getting to court.

Martin Hewitt, Chair of the NPCC
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The inquiry was launched by Home Secretary Priti Patel on Tuesday 5 October. It is expected to

look at:

the prior conduct and monitoring of the police officer convicted of Sarah Everard's murder

where broader institutional lessons should be learned

Read more: National Police Chiefs’ Council welcome announcement of inquiry

 

Download our latest edition of Brief

This article was published in the November 2021 edition of Brief, which brings you updates in police

law, operational policing practice and criminal justice, produced by the College of Policing's legal

services department.

Share your ideas and feedback with the Brief team: brief@college.pnn.police.uk

College of Policing Brief: November 2021 (pdf) 711.13 KB

Tags
Equality  Public safety

Brief archive

Download our previous editions covering the latest updates in the policing and criminal justice field.

College of Policing Brief: October 2021 (pdf) 584.84 KB

College of Policing Brief: September 2021 (pdf) 554.5 KB

College of Policing Brief: August 2021 (pdf) 524.99 KB

College of Policing Brief: July 2021 (pdf) 571.54 KB

29/06/2025 NPCC Chair welcomes public inquiry following Sarah Everard's murder

https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/article/npcc-chair-welcomes-
public-inquiry

Page 2

https://news.npcc.police.uk/releases/national-police-chiefs-council-welcome-announcement-of-inquiry
mailto:brief@college.pnn.police.uk
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-11/College-of-Policing-Brief-November-2021.pdf?v=1636109610
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/tags/equality
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/tags/public-safety
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-10/College-of-Policing-Brief-October-2021.pdf?v=1633607344
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-09/college-of-policing-brief-september-2021.pdf?v=1631088626
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-08/college-of-policing-brief-august-2021.pdf?v=1628517930
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-07/college-of-policing-brief-july-2021.pdf?v=1626192003
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/article/npcc-chair-welcomes-public-inquiry
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/article/npcc-chair-welcomes-public-inquiry


College of Policing Brief: May 2021 (pdf) 664.28 KB

College of Policing Brief: April 2021 (pdf) 650.22 KB

College of Policing Brief: March 2021 (pdf) 437.86 KB

College of Policing Brief: February 2021 (pdf) 539.5 KB

College of Policing Brief: January 2021 (pdf) 600.32 KB

College of Policing Brief: November/December 2020 (pdf) 617.67 KB

College of Policing Brief: August/October 2020 (pdf) 447.49 KB

College of Policing Brief: June/July 2020 (pdf) 604.13 KB

College of Policing Brief: May/June 2020 (pdf) 466.94 KB

College of Policing Brief: April/May 2020 (pdf) 537.01 KB

College of Policing Brief: March/April 2020 (pdf) 466.16 KB

College of Policing Brief: February/March 2020 (pdf) 468.63 KB

College of Policing Brief: January/February 2020 (pdf) 380.5 KB

College of Policing Brief: November/December 2019 (pdf) 951.13 KB

College of Policing Brief: October/November 2019 (pdf) 490.73 KB

29/06/2025 NPCC Chair welcomes public inquiry following Sarah Everard's murder

https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/article/npcc-chair-welcomes-
public-inquiry

Page 3

https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-05/college-of-policing-brief-may-2021.pdf?v=1621328137
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-04/college-of-policing-brief-april-2021.pdf?v=1618387701
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-03/college-of-policing-brief-march-2021.pdf?v=1614845790
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-02/college-of-policing-brief-february-2021.pdf?v=1612367114
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-01/College-of-Policing-Brief-January-2021.pdf?v=1610383315
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-01/college-of-policing-brief-nov-december-2020.pdf?v=1610382508
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-01/college-of-policing-brief-august-october-2020.pdf?v=1610382508
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-01/college-of-policing-brief-june-july-2020.pdf?v=1610382508
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-01/college-of-policing-brief-may-june-2020.pdf?v=1610382941
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-01/College-of-Policing-Brief-April-May-2020.pdf?v=1610383162
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-01/college-of-policing-brief-march-april-2020.pdf?v=1610382508
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-01/college-of-policing-brief-feb-march-2020.pdf?v=1610382834
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-01/college-of-policing-brief-january-february-2020.pdf?v=1610382508
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-01/College-of-Policing-Brief-November-December-2019.pdf?v=1610381831
https://assets.college.police.uk/s3fs-public/2021-01/college-of-policing-brief-october-november-2019.pdf?v=1610377177
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/article/npcc-chair-welcomes-public-inquiry
https://production.copweb.aws.college.police.uk/article/npcc-chair-welcomes-public-inquiry

