31/01/2026 Possession of dangerous items banned in homes

Possession of dangerous items banned in homes
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Changes to legislation brought about by the Offensive Weapons Act 2019

Brief 2 mins read

In an effort to tackle violent crime, a ban on a wide range of knives, weapons and firearms came
into force from 14 July.

This means that some articles that were previously legal to own in the home are now illegal. It's
now an offence to keep items such as knuckledusters, flick knives, throwing stars, zombie knives,
telescopic truncheons and push daggers in your home.

The law will also change on safe retailing for buying knives in store and online. This provision will
commence later in the year.

Read more: Offensive Weapons Act 2019 bans the possession of dangerous items in private

Download our latest edition of Brief

This article was published in the August 2021 edition of Brief, which brings you updates in police
law, operational policing practice and criminal justice, produced by the College of Policing's legal
services department.

e Share your ideas and feedback with the Brief team: brief@college.pnn.police.uk
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