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More UK adults back use of security feature on social media networks if child safety can be protected,
survey finds

Brief 1 min read

An NSPCC/YouGov survey has found that 33% of UK adults support using end-to-end encryption
on social media and messaging services.

But support increases to 62% of UK adults, if end-to-end encryption was introduced when
technology firms could ensure children’s safety would be protected.

End-to-end encryption means that only the devices communicating have the ability to decrypt and
read the messages. This is useful for privacy purposes, but also presents risks for child safety and
means online abuse can go unnoticed.

Download our latest edition of Brief

This article was published in the May 2021 edition of Brief, which brings you updates in police law,
operational policing practice and criminal justice, produced by the College of Policing's legal
services department.

e Share your ideas and feedback with the Brief team: brief@college.pnn.police.uk
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